A BLACK FEMALE COF awarded $229,500 in a bias
suit last year in Suffolk has now been given a court-
ordered promotion to detective.

A federal judge also ordered
thind a decument *oontalning neg-

alive pomments aboual Iwer™ be.

. purged from Felicta Collins' file,
weon Al Lo COurt papers.

“I just hope the oulcome of
Lhis cuse will makes il easier Jor
others o come foreard ™ said
Collins, one of just 16 Black fe-
male officers among Sulffolics
S -member polioe force.

Her attormey Rick Ostrove add-
e, “Ts is ome of the caly cases
've geen where complele juslice
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hias been done.®

A, fegbornl Jury lost I'I-Iuy foanel
thent the Suffall Couniy Police
Deparimenl =— nnd three of its
members in partioular — retaliad-
ed agninst Colling, 33, after she
filed ao intesnal rmce- and gen-
derlilas complaint,

The jury plso found thar Col-
lis was “subjected (o a loestile
worke envircnmaent,” Collins was

called “a black b—h" and she
wis (old that “plris don't belong
inn the pelice department,” the
Juery dound.

Codlins also sulfered “emotsmn-
al distress® because she wasn'
promoted o detective, s jury
Towrnal

Last week, Contral [slip Feder-
ol Judge Arbur Spail ordered
Uit Collims ged o ot b,

“I'm h-:-ru:lE | this sends a mes-
sngre 1o those [wha] emggage In
discriminatery conduct, or oo
doase Uhis behmvior™ Collins snid.
“Unfortunniely, {hese pm'lrlumﬁ
arg systemic and have plagoed
the department lor many years.”
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Promote black cop: judge

The judge.denied Colling® re-
ippest for four years of relroacs
tive detective's pay. The jury
awird overed any lost pay,
Spalt wiote.

Spati alsa found that a disel-
1'-|]r|u.|‘_u' clhia Imst Collins,

ited kn Chotober 2000, was in re-

taliation for her spenking oul
about her reatment. The charge
ks therefore invalld and moest e
purged from Collins' file, Spatl
WO,

Collins, wha prined the police
force 11 yenrs ngo, clalms she
was targeted by two supervisors
and a fellow police officer wled
she worked in the domestic vie-

tence undl of the 3rd Precinel in
Bay Shore, from 15950 1o 2001

“She’s really just a very mice
person,” Ostrove said, "intelli-
f!‘i.'lll anrd himndworkiigs hos Ui pae-
poe depariment.®

Al 29, Collins became the first
womman to run for sheriff and il
farsd Alricam-American o seek o
counbywide seal in Suffollk, She
won e Democralic primary in
20001, them lest m Movember 1o
the current sherifl, Republican
Adlred Tisch.

Christine Malafl, the Suffolk
County attorey, couldn’t be
reachied yestendny,
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