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Jewnl Redhead, with son Zachary, 4, said she did “not want ancther woman to decide to abort because of the Intimidation.”

Fired teacher allowed to sue

Fry e, without regard 1o the

® Judge denies church
its request to dismiss
lawsuit brought on by
woman terminated for
unmarried pregnancy
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In 2001, hfth-grade teacher
lewel Redhead told adminketra-
tors al the Linden School in
Lourelton, Queens, she was
pregnant. When aaked whether
she plinned to marry the
child's father, Redhead an-
gwered no. The schools gov-
erning board, the Mostheastern
Conference of Seventheday
Adventisis, terminated her

A lederal edpe raled yester-
duy Redhesd could procesed to
trial with a wrongful termins-
isor Lawesnit apainsd the school

Redbead, 33, was thrilled
“They abandoned me™ sha
sibid, “They smaid 1 commlmed
immoral acts.”

The church's réguest for dis-
misaal of the lawsoit stated the
terminalicn was not lor preg-
naney bt for “immaoral or un-
eatisfactory personal conduct
incomvstent with the princi=
ples of the . . . Chureh” and
sabd the Constirution allows
church povernments o be free
{roen siate inberference,

“We belleve the church has
the kaherens righs to tesch is
« o« o« Miaden®s Conslstent with
the church's prohibition of for

aication [out of wedlock]l™ sakd
chorch attorney hMilton Thurm
of Manhsttan, "We believe the
judge miread the law apd we
are considering am sppeal ™
Rick Ostrove, RBedhesd™s at=
tormey. said. “They can'l ignore
our country’'s anti=discriminalo-
ry siatotes when they make
itheir employment decisions,”
The decizaon annganeed by
Dvistrict Tudpe Dhora L Irizarry
snid o religions schonl cannot
uge § Wwoman's Prognamcy ae ev-
idence of entramurital sexusl res
lations becausze men cannot be
held to the same stamdard,
“While a religious school em-
plover may validly seek 1o fin-
pose moral dectrine wpon s
teaching staff. punishment 1in-
gulasly directed at the Hoster

Arthur Dimmesdales is not per
mizaible” Inzarmy wrole, reler-
cncing Mathamel Hawibome's
neivel, “The Scarlet Letter,”

Sl alvo 2id the prodecthons
of church povernment do not
apply o 8 school thai has
mostly secular teachings.

Redhead, whoss £an Lachary
I now 4 years old, works for
the Mew York Ciry Department
ol Educalon, She grew upas a
Sevenih-Diay Adventist, bui has
abandoned churchgoing after
the experience, Still, she Is glad
she took on the fight and locks
forward to her day in court
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